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1. Presidents Report 

SBA Community, 

Welcome to the closure of another successful 
year at the SBA. This year we have experienced 
some great achievements both on and off the 
court.  

Off court, the highlight of the year was the 
opening of our new 4 courts in February 2024 
with a great crowd in attendance along with some 
distinguish past and present Bayside City Council 
members who were instrumental in delivering on 
the project. We are very grateful for all those 
involved especially our Domestic Clubs who now 
can enjoy the benefits of our expanded 
infrastructure as they manage their growing 
pains. This year has also seen the SBA celebrate 
it’s 50th year with a number of social events held 
that brought us all together across various points 
during the year. Thanks to the 50th Year 
committee and all those who participated and 
those who reconnected again with the SBA.  

On court, we have seen our domestic and 
representative programs thrive. With the new 
courts, we enjoyed all 8 courts being available 
over our Autumn season Domestic Grand Final 
weekend which was another success. In our 
representative programs, our juniors are 
performing well and continue to demonstrate 
improvement by achieving higher rankings each 
year. Our senior representative program also 
enjoyed a successful year and provided some 
great entertainment watched by capacity crowds 
which allows our basketball community to 
connect and enjoy a safe place for all our 
members. 

As a Board, our year has been a busy one. In late 
2023, we undertook a Risk Management review 
by engaging a 3rd party to assess key areas of our 
governance processes and procedures as well as 
provide recommendations on where we need to 
keep pace with the ever changing regulatory 
environment. We undertake this review every 
second year. Along with the new courts coming 
online and the 50th year celebrations, we have 

also spent considerable time in 2024 reviewing, 
updating and preparing to release SBA’s 2025-
2027 Vison & Strategy. There will be further 
communication on this later this year. On that 
note, thanks to my fellow Board members for 
your commitment during this past year. I wish to 
thank those that have recently (and are about to) 
depart the Board after significant contributions 
and time commitment. Very much appreciated. 
I’d also like to welcome the new Board members 
that have joined us recently. 

Once again, financially the SBA is a strong 
position. We are eagerly awaiting how our first 
full year goes with the additional courts in place 
to truly measure how we are performing as now 
we have several material investment decisions to 
make in order to keep our existing courts etc. up 
to date along with other priority items that 
require funding. We have paid the remaining 
component of our $1m commitment for our new 
courts to the Bayside City Council which is a great 
achievement. 

Finally, a huge thanks to our CEO Craig Weir and 
his Operations team, the Refereeing staff, 
Domestic Clubs, Life Members and the many 
bands of volunteers who donate their time and 
effort to help us to continually offer basketball 
services to the Bayside area. 

Best wishes to all and looking forward to another 
successful year.  

 

 

 

Phil McFarlane 
SBA President  
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2. CEO’s Report 
 

2024 has seen a great transformation of the SBA 
growing from 4 courts to 8 in our 50th year of 
being an Association. 

The NBL1 crowds continue to grow with over 600 
people in attendance at multiple home games this 
season, amazing support from our Bayside 
Community. Whilst we were not able to capture 
any silverware in the 2024 season, I am confident 
we will have a stronger presence in the 2025 
playoffs. I am pleased to confirm that David 
Barlow, a Life Member of the SBA is returning as 
Head Coach and player of the men’s team. I would 
also like to welcome Mark Alabakov as the newly 
appointed NBL 1 Women’s coach for 2025. 

Congratulations to our men’s VY team headed up 
by Head Coach Andy Lim for taking out the 2024 
Championship; excellent result for the SBA. Whilst 
the VY women’s team did not have the same 
success, they proved to be a strong team 
throughout the season which will hopefully 
develop into a rewarding 2025. 

The VJBL program saw 47 teams take part in the 
2024 season with special mention to the U16.1 
Girls for winning the Classic and for the U18.1 
Girls making the Club Championships held in 
Perth in September. Overall, 28 Sabres teams 
across all age groups made it through to the 
finals. Thank you to all the Coaches, Assistant 
Coaches, Team Managers and especially all of the 
parents for driving their kids throughout Victoria 
on Friday nights - a great effort by all. 

A big thank you to all our Junior Domestic 
Member Clubs, the backbone of the SBA with 
team numbers continuing to grow season on 
season. The Melbourne Wolves joined the SBA as 
a new Domestic club in 2024, showing continuous 
growth for the program. The roles of the 
Domestic Presidents, Committee Members and all 
the volunteers of each club need to be 
acknowledged for the huge amount of work they 
perform to allow teams on court each season, an 
amazing effort. 

Thank you to all the volunteer Coaches, Assistant 
Coaches and Team Managers involved in our 
Junior Domestic competitions, a key part of 
allowing our kids to enjoy the great game of 
basketball. 

Our referee numbers continue to grow, and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
our trainee referees, referees, referee supervisors 
and Program Development Manager. They do a 
great job in critical roles to ensure we can all 
share the experience of playing, watching and 
coaching basketball. 

I would like to also welcome three new additions 
to our Operations Team this past year. 

Evan Valance - Assistant Director of Coaching; 
Men’s and Boy’s Program 

James McQuellin -Assistant Director of Coaching; 
Women and Girls Program 

Greg Cornell - Community Development Officer. 

To the Operations team, thank you for your 
tireless work in servicing our members. 2024 saw 
our team numbers grow to over 1,000 for the first 
time. Scheduling 8 courts at Tulip Street and an 
additional 9 external venues brings our overall 
total to 17 courts. Operating 7 days a week for 
approximately 50 weeks a year, the Operations 
team provides a great service to our Bayside 
Community. 

Thank you to the continued support of our 
sponsors for 2024, the SBA greatly appreciates 
the contributions you make. 

Lastly, thank you to the SBA Board for their 
continued support throughout 2024.  

 

Craig Weir 
SBA Chief Executive Officer
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3. Secretary’s Report 
 

Board Meetings 

A quorum was present at all FY24 Board Meetings.  A resignation of one board member – Natalie 
Hughes – occurred in February 2024.  Alberto Bertacchi was appointed to a casual vacancy in 
February 2024 to replace Natalie and became the Treasurer.  The board thanks Natalie for her 
significant contribution to the board over 3½ years.  

Caroline Tuohey was appointed to the board as a non-voting Director in March 2024. 

Meetings were chaired by the President Phil McFarlane.  All Board Members actively participated in 
robust and challenging discussions, with a diversity of opinions expressed.  All decisions were 
documented in minutes and conflicts of interest were noted. Board and strategic items are tracked in 
an action register and progress is reviewed at each Board Meeting. 

All formally accepted meeting minutes are accessible on the SBA website here. 

 
 

Anne-Maree Nunan 
SBA Secretary 
 

https://www.southernbasketball.com.au/board-profiles-and-minutes/
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4. Treasurers Report 
 

I am pleased to present the Treasurer's 
Report for the Southern Basketball 
Association (SBA) for the 12-month period 
ending 30 June 2024. 

2024 is the first full year after the transition of 
our reporting period from a 31 August year 
end to a 30 June year end. The comparison 
against the prior year is consequently 
impacted by a longer financial year (12-month 
period vs 10-month period). 

Financial Highlights 

1. Strong Profit Result: A robust profit result 
was delivered for the 12-month period ending 
30 June 2024. Profit for this period stands at 
$421,590, a slight drop compared to the 
$640,279 profit reported for the 10-month 
period fiscal year 2023. The prior year result 
was partially impacted by the 10-month 
period, and this current year participation 
increased to reach our highest player and 
team numbers in the domestic competition 
and junior rep program on record.  The 
positive financial impact of this was revenue 
growth in domestic competition, entrance 
and registrations (+31%). Junior rep program 
revenue also grew strongly (+26%), whilst our 
holiday and outreach programs remained 
stable. The increase in operating expenses 
was mainly driven by some initial court 
expansion costs and general operating costs 
increased due to some inflationary impacts. 

2. Healthy Cash Reserves: The cash balance 
has seen a decrease during this 12-month 
period, driven by the ‘one-off’ new court 
investment instalment payment. It 
has decreased from $2.2 million at the start of 
the period to $1.5 million as of 30 June 2023. 
Our ability to keep cash reserves provides 
financial stability and positioned SBA 
to complete the $1m instalment payment due 
to Bayside City Council upon completion of 
the new courts, and to plan for future 

investments to support operating 
requirements for our expanded facilities and 
competition growth. 

3. Cost Management:  Operating costs were 
budgeted to increase during this period to 
support the new courts expansion and landed 
slightly below.  We also continued to build on 
our asset investment strategy, with the 
installation of game recording technology (i.e. 
Glory League) for all eight courts and a large 
screen scoreboard for court 1. 

Outlook 

SBA remains committed to its mission of 
providing a high-quality basketball experience 
for players, spectators, and staff. Our financial 
strategic outlook includes two key focus 
areas: 

1. Facilities Investment: We are dedicated to 
continuing to review and invest in our 
facilities and game day technology. This 
ensures that our players and spectators enjoy 
a top-tier basketball experience and sustains 
our position as a premier basketball 
association. 

2. Player and Community Development: We 
are committed to enhancing our strategy and 
investments in the development of our 
representative teams, players, referees, and 
coaches. Additionally, grassroots and all-
inclusive community programs will receive 
increased attention and space to expand 
using the new courts. These initiatives are 
vital in nurturing basketball talent at all levels 
and promoting inclusivity within our 
community. 

 
Alberto Bertacchi 
SBA Treasurer 
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Appendix 1: Financial Reports 
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